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listing of thq Cfclffg: 
Clafms 1-30 (Canceled) 

31. (Presently amended) A flat implantable device made of material with a 
reticular or laminar ^usSum for supporting the female pelvic organs, having a central 

body wrth a flfioe^ trapezoid shape^d f^i Bms^d^Mmm^J^rsi rjffiE ™™ 

atte^pi^^s.algLitoice_comprlsing: 

• a front portion corresponding to the smaller base of the trapezium, from the 
ends of which branch off two front arms; 

- a central portion corresponding to me central part of the trapezium; 

- a rear portion corresponding to the target base of the trapezium, from the 
ends of which branch off two rear arms diverging from each other and eadi^gna^ 
parallel to the feteraLside^f the_trapjtfum jr^^ _ 

characterized in that the said two front arms branch off from the front portion In 
opposite directions fem^LSSba; and are coaxial with each other and ggngalbr. 
Parallel to said smaller base; and the sakf central portion has a central hole from which 
starts a deft* 

32. (Previously presented) The device according to Claim 31, wherein said deft 
longitudinally cuts the rear portion of said central body. 

33. (Previously presented) The device according to Claim 31, wherein said deft 
longitudinally cuts the front portion of said central body. 

34. (Presently amended) The device according to Claim 31, comprising a set of 
right and left halves formed by a deft that longitudinally cuts both the front portion and 
the rear portion of said central body said halves being rejoinable along said cleft during 
surgical implantation into the vaginal cavity. 

35. (Previously presented) The device according to Ctalm 31, wherein said deft 
transversely cuts the right central portion of said central body. 
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36. (Previously presented) The device according to Claim 31, wherein said deft 
transversely cuts the left central portion of sard central body. 

37. (Previously presented) The device according to Claim 31, wherein said 
material wAh a reticular or laminar structure is selected from the group consisting of 
materials of organic origin and materials of a synthetic nature. 

38. (Previously presented) The device according to Gain, 37, wherein said 
matenal with a reticular or laminar structure is selected from the group consisting of 
membrane of bovine pericardium, human fascia late, acellular mab* of pig collagen 
and submucosa of pig small intestine. 

39. (Previously presented) The device according to Claim 38, wherein material 

said membrane of bovine pericarelium 

mat is treated with glutaraldehyde and heparin. 

40. (Previously presented) The device according to Claim 31, wherein said 
material is of a synthetic nature and is selected from a group of materials based on 
single-filament polypropylene. 

41. (Previously presented) The device according to Claim 31, wherein said 
material is of synthetic origin and is a mixture of pofypnjpyfene and polyglachn. 

42. (Previously presented) The device according to Claim 37, wherein said 
material has holes having diameter comprised between 0.01 cm and 0.05 cm, at a 
distance from each other of between 0.06 and 0.1 on. 

43. (Previously presented) The device according to Claim 37, wherein said 
material has holes having diameter of 0.03 cm, at a distance from each other of 0.08 
cm. 

44. (Cancel) 

45. (Cancel) 

46. (Preieotixamerisieri) The device according to Claim 31, fcflyjrja: 
* £jength_a-a of the front arrnsjbetween 8.0 and_l5 gn;_ 
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-AJgngtttJhbOf *e front portion. ^3^^_2^5_and 6.0 qm; _ 
-^Jen^th «pf_ the front poriqnjbetyeen 3.0 and.6.0_cm;_ _ 

- A.width b-c of the front arms jDetween LQ and 3.0 cm;.. 

- jaJength d^r.of the front RP^.Jbett^. Z5 and fc5 cm; 

- ^.totefjqrgth d-z gftfie device £etvve£n 11 and 15 cm; 

- ^istance_y-_x jn_the.central_ho!e y£etweeii [0.6 and 1.6 cm;_ _ 

- ^ d J^ncex^jn_the_q^tral_hpJe U,_trje same as or different frprn the distance 
y-x, between 0,6_and 1.6 cm; 

" ^r'^gth e-J of thejear portion .between 1.8 and 4.0 cm; 

~ ^-dj^nce h-Ji_between j^r gjrns between _l ? 5 and_7.0_.qn; 

~ ^_di5tgnce^-5 between the rear anro jbetyveen 4.9 and 10 cm; 

- ^dJ^.ncfi>Lfc_ehve^i the .rear an^sj5etvveen_4^5_a_nd 10,5 cm; 

- ^length h-j ofJhe_rear arrc£etweai .2.5 and 6.5 cm. 

47. (Previously presented) The device according to Claim 46, wherein: 

■ the length a-a of the front arms is 10 cm; 

- the length b-b of the front portion is 3.8 cm; 

- the length c-c of the front portion fs 3.8 cm; 

- the width b-c of tfie front arms is 2,0 cm; 

- the length d-y of the front portion is 4.0 cm; 

- the total tength d-z of the devfce is 12 cm; 

■ the distance y-x in the central hole U is l.l cm; 

- the distance x-e in the central hole U is 1.1 cm; 
• the length e-f of the rear portion is 2.3 cm; 
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- the distance h-h between the rear arms is 5.0 cm for patterns with a large body 
size and 3.5 on for patients with a small size; 

- the distance g-g between the rear arms is 7.6 cm for patients with a large body 
size and 6.0 cm for patients with a small size; 

- the distance i-i between the rear arms is &S cm for patients with a large body 
size and 6,5 cm for patients with a small size; 

- the length h-l of the rear arms is 4.5 on. 



48. (Presently amended) [[A]] Big method for surgically implanting^] the flat 
-mplantabte device as described in Claim 31 in a non-hysterectomised patient suffering 
a prolapse of the vaginal vault or partial or total prolapse of pelvic organs through me 
vagina, comprising inserting the said device into the vaginal cavity of the patient by 
I me8ns of 3 sur 9 iGrt apP^^sd^fromflie^roup consisting of vaginal surgery 
mixed vaginal/abdominal surgery, vaginal/lapamscopical surgery, and mini-invasive'" " ' 
surgery. 

49. (Presently amended) [[A]] Jbg method for surgically implanting the flat 
implantable device as described in Claim 32 in a non-hysterectomised patient suffering 
a prolapse of the vaginal vault or partial or total prolapse of peivic organs through the 
vagina, comprising inserting the said device into the vaginal cavity of the patient by 
I means of a surgical api*TOch.sdec^ fom of ^ 

mixed vaginal/abdominal surgery, vaginal/laparosoopical surgery,Vnd minHnvaslve' 
surgery. 



50. (Presently amended) Method A method for surgically implanting the flat 
implantable device as described in Claim 33 m a non-hysterectomised patient suffering 
a prolapse of the vaginal vault or partial or total prolapse of pelvic organs through the 
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vagina, comprising Inserting the sard device fnto the vaginal cavity of the patient by 
[ means 0,1 a surgical apprra^setected from ttagiwft coning pf_vaglnal surgery, 
mixed vaginal/abdominal surgery, vaginalliaparoscopicaf surgery, and mini-invasive 
surgery. 

51. (Presently amended) [[AJJ The method for surgically Implanting the flat 
implantable device as described In Claim 34 in a non-^iysterectomised patient suffering 
a prolapse of the vaginal vault or partial or total prolapse of peMc organs through the 
vagina, comprising inserting the said device into the vaginal cavity of the patient by 

[ means of a surgical apprcac^sdect^_^^ consisting pf v^gin_aLsy rgerv, _ iBBBffiBBBSBWBM^^Ma 

mixed vaginal/abdominal surgery, vaginal/laparoscopical surgery, and mini-invasive ^^^^S,_J 
surgery. 

52. (Presently amended) [[A]) method for surgically implanting the flat 
implantable device as described in Claim 35 in a non-hysterectomised patient suffering 
a prolapse of the vaginal vault or partia? or total prolapse of pelvic organs through the- 
vagina, comprising inserting the said device into the vaginal cavfty of the patient by 

j means of a surgical approadxsde^Jrom the grou£ consisting ^vaginaLsyrgery, 
mixed vagfnal/abdomlnal surgery, vaginal/laparoscopical surgery, and mini-invasive 
surgery* 

53. (Presently amended) [[A]] method for surgically implanting the flat 
implantable device as described in Cteim 36 in a non-hysterectomised patient suffering 
a prolapse of the vaginal vault or partial or total prolapse of pelvic organs through the 
vagina, comprising inserting the said device into the vaginal cavfty of the patient by 
means of a surgical approach, setectedJrjOT^ 

m ked vaginal/abdominal surgery, vaginal/laparoscopical surgery, and mini-invasive Bm55_J 
surgery. 
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PAGE 7/26 * RCVD AT 8/1/2010 2:36:02 PWI [Eastern Dayfight Tim«] * SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-6/1 1 * DNIS:2738300 $ CSID:202 362 5163 • DURATION (mnw$):OM0 



88/01/2810 14:36 202-362-5163 



FEDEX OFFICE 0388 



PAGE 88 



54. (Cancel) 



55. (Presently amended) TTie method according to Claim ^ wherein. Inserting, 
said-d evice into h> ^\^\ gvfty of tnf i rwtipfit is when the gold duvim |j inserted into 
the^g i no l cavity of Bie pat ten* by means of "tension free" vaginal surgery, whem the 
said device is positioned fnside the vaginal cavity without fixing it, but only making 
dissections in the tendineous arch of the levator ani which guarantee the positioning of 
die front arms of the said device. 

56. (Cancel) 

57. (Cancel) 

58. (Cancel) 

59. (Cancel) 

60. (Presently amended) [[A]] Be method for surgically implanting the flat 
implantable device as described in claim 44 in a patient suffering of a partial proi 8pse 
of pelvic organs through the vagina, comprising inserting the said device into ttte 
vaginal cavity of the patient by means of a surgicaf approacr^selected from the group 
consisting of vaginal surgery, mixed vaginal/abdominal surgery, vaginal/laparosooprcaf 
surgery, and mini-invasive surgery. 

61. (Cancel) 

62. (Pj^.eiitjy_anifiadsd) A method ja^on^v sterecto mispd p atent suffering » 
P rolapse o f t he va ojpMyaulij jr - paitial o r tofal n mlany o toeivic fhm, nn ^ a 

\ ™StoLfi» surgically irnpferrting^Jlat ^ 
reticular or laminar structure for supporting the female pelvic organs, having a central 
body with a trapezoid shape with small and large bases and four arms, comprising: 

- a front portion ODmesponding to the smaller base of the trapezium, from the 
ends of which branch off two front arms; 

- a central portion corresponding to the central part of the trapezium; 
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- a rear portion corresponding to the larger base of the trapezium, from the ends 
of which branch off two rear arms diverging from each other and parallel to the sides of 
the trapezium; characterized in that the saw two front arms branch off from the front 
portion in opposite directions and are coaxial with each other and parallel to said 
smaller base; and the said central portion has a central hole from which starts a cleft, in 

said cent ral portion. 

partia l or tota l pm lnpn c of p e Me oigui u, ^^^^^ ^^^^^ 

^a^in ^hr vnginol d u ll y u f Utc pn r f mt by means uf a ou r gta i Q p PTOl c U , 

se l ected f iu m Lli ogroup consiating of vagina l a uiyi nyy 

wherein, when the joid doviai a ins e rted into the M ug inoi cavity of Urn pu l iu i i fe-ay 
means of miyhinl •nirncry, nald melliud uJinpiliLa: (a) making an incision extending 
| from the front vaginal wall to the rear wall, excluding the neck of the uteres; Oa 
penetrating the tendinous areh of the levator ani through the front vaginal wall; ££i 
bilaterally opening said tendineous arch for about 2 cm; tdlinsetftna said d^ro im^ 
the vaginal cavity of thr m ^r\t! <& fixing the two front arms of the said device 
respectively on the right and on the left on the said opened tendineous arch; £Q 
Uasshmjss^ 

Pfjb^tenj&jglr^^ 

Ju^centr^tf^twa^itctiesJ]; and flj} bilaterally fixing tfie rear arms to the 
saoospinous ligament or to the iliococcygeal muscle. 




- ea M — g 



| 63. (Eessntly_amsDdesO A method for surgicaBy implanting, a.** implantable 
device made of material with a reticular or laminar structure for supporting the female 
pelvic organs, having a central body with a trapezoid shape with smaO and large bases 
and four arms, comprising: 
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" a front portion corresponding to the smaller base of the trapezium, from the 
ends of which branch off two front arms; 

- a central portion corresponding to the oentral part of the trapezium; 

- a rear portion corresponding to the larger base of the trapezium, from the ends 
of which branch off two rear arms diverging from each other and parallel to the sides of 
the trapezium; characterized in that the said two front arms branch off from the front 
portion in opposite directions and are coaxial with each other and parallel to said 
smaller base; and the said oentraf portion has a central hole from which starts a deft, jo 
^hjTejjefLegtend s lonqi fa dinatlyi^thejrentra l hole, eutt ino th e front portion nf 
saifl-Ge ntral b ody, 

in a non-hysterectomised patient suffering a prolapse of the vaginal vault or 
partial or total prolapse of pelvic organs through the vagina, comprising inserting the 
said device into thfe vaginal cavity of the patient by means of a surgical approach 
selected from the group consisting of vaginal surgery, 

wherein, when the said device is inserted Into the vaginal cavity of the patient by 
means of vaginal surgery, said method comprises: making an incision extending from 
the front vaginal Wall to the rear wall, excluding the neck of the uteruspenetrating the 
tendinous arch of the levator ani through the front vaginal wall; bilaterally opening said 
tendineous arch for about 2 cm;_b_llatecal lv fixing the rear arms to the sacr ospmous 
Haam^tLor^ passing respective!y_the_two front ajtnsjby the_ / 

sides of the neck df the uterus, one on the right and one on the left until the central 




part of the said detooe surrounds the neck of 



l he uterus; rejoining the right and the left 



Deleted; fWhfl the tvro rear arms pr the t*o 
tone arms of the sahl devfee In which the deft 
extends tonythnflnally from the central hob 
respectively en the right ana on the left on the 
said opened tendlneouj arch; 



half of £he front^rtion gfjhe device m the centre [[with two stitches]]; and r fixfna tfte 



tvvQ.frpni; 9r^5j3jLthe_s^idJ^c^ 
GRfiHigdJter^^ 



64- CErgs entlv ame nded) A_metfipd for 
device made of matenal with a reticular or larr Inar 
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i^tfjejrJghL^djj^ 




IPBlqlaodrorthe rear j 



surgicajfy implarrting_^flat impkntebte 
structure for supporting the female 



Deleted: ttfeteraily fwnp the front arms or the 
ra3r arms to the sacrosplnoufl torment or to 
the itottXCypeaf musde 
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pelvic organs, having a central body with a tfapezoid shape with small and large bases 
and four arms, comprising: 



- a front portion corresponding to the 
ends of which brandi off two front arms; 



of which branch off two rear arms diverging 
the trapezium; characterized in that the said 
portion in opposite directions and are coaxial 



smaller base; and me said central portion hai a central hole from which starts a cleft, 
| wherein said deft longitudinally cuts foittLthe 
central body, 



in a non-hysterectomised patient suflfeing a prolapse of the vaginal vault or 
partial or total prolapse of peMc organs throi gh the vagina, comprising inserting the 
said device Into the vaginal cavity of the patient by means of a surgical approach 
selected from the group c onsisting of vog i na J- surgery^ _ 



smaller base of the trapezium, from the 



" a central portion corresponding to tt e central part of the trapezium; 
a rear portion corresponding to the larger base of the trapezium, from the ends 

rom each other and parallel to the sides of 
two front arms branch off from the front 
with each other and parallel to said 



rear portion and the front pgrtjgn_of said 



mkmssmm 



wherein, when the said device is inserted into the vaginal cavity of the patient by 
means of vaginal surgery, said method comprises: making an incision extending from 
j the front vaginal wan to the rear wail, exdudii )g the neck of the uteni^ penetrating tile 
tendinous arch of the levator ani through the ront vaginaf wall; bilaterally opening said 
tendineous arch for about 2 cm; fixing first or e half of the said device through the two 
| front and rear arms and then the other half ns spectfvefy to ih&^pened tenglnepus arch 
and to the sacrosplnous ligament or to the iliococcygeal muscle; rejoining the two 
halves already fixed both at the front arid at the rear on the front portion and on the 
rear portion, taking care to position the neck if the uterus in the central hole. 



65. (Presently amended). A method 
implantable device made of material with a 



f6r 
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the female pelvic organs, having a central tody with a trapezoid shape with small and 
large bases and four arms, comprising: 

- a front portion corresponding to the smaller base of the trapezium, from the 
ends of which branch off two front arms; 

• a central portion corresponding to the central part of the trapezium; 

- a rear portion corresponding to the linger base of the trapezfum, from trie ends 



of which branch off two rear arms diverging 
the trapezium; characterized in that the said 
portion in opposite directions and are coaxial 



irom each other and parallel to the sides of 
two front arms branch off from the front 
with each other and parallel to said 



smaller base; and the said central portion ha* a central hole from which starts a deft, 



J wherein said deft longitudinally cuts both the 
central body, 



in a norhhysterectomised patient suite fng a prolapse of the vaginal vault or 
partial or total prolapse of pelvic organs throt gh the vagina, comprising inserting the 
| said device into the vaginal cavity of the patic nt by means of a surgical approach, 
se l ected from the gro u p - consisting of vag i na l 



Dseopical ourgcryv and ri wfH-t nvoclvc surg ery^ 



wherein/ when the ooid dev i ce - to inoorted li 



moans of vogi f akwrgcry, said method compr ses: £a} making an indsion extending 
| from the front vaginal wall to the rear wall, excluding the neck of the uterusflj) 
penetrating the tendinous arch of the levator 
Inserting sakUfeyjce into the vaglnaLsylSLQL 



i ml through the front vaginal wall; £el 
BiejafieniLCcQ bilaterally opening said 



ih£_&^_oe ar arms of th e said devicejo 



tendineous arch for about 2 cm; (g) fixing fird : \ 

tte&WSEmi&MamEflt pr to the ilioxaggga aLmuadax>r. the two front arm? j^jfafi 
senddeyjeej}^^ [XLffljffS^j^^^ front 

sums^ra^ e-uterus respectively^ 

flaaajjflht-MlBfl the central padta^ the neck of ths uterus^ _ _ , 

CsXJaitateralii 



te rear arms 



- II - 



front porrjon^ajtdth e rear port iorj of said 



lungcry, mixed vaginal/abdomina l 



i Belated;, if nrtsenfe J 



Oc#C*erfr one half of the astfdcvta: triroagtr 
the t*«o fiwrt and rear arms end (hen tfia other 
half respectively to be opened tentfnoous »th 
and to tfie sacrospinal*!? ligament Or to the 
IftxixiYge^musclK 
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tQJ^^sag^jnoy^ljggjtL ent or to thfijlrnm. 
halves already fixed both at the front and at 
rear portion, taking care to position the neck) of the 



| 66. (New). A method for surgically h 
material with a reticular or laminar structure 
having a central body with a trapezoid shape) with 
comprising r 

- a front portion corresponding to the 
ends of which branch off two front arms; 

- a central portion corresponding to 



irr planting ^ffet jmpjantabledeyjce madeof 
for supporting the female pelvic organs, 
small and large bases and four arms, 

smaller base of the trapezium, mom the 



>thfe 



larger I 



has a 



- a rear portion corresponding to the 
of which branch off two rear arms diverging 
the trapezium; characterized in that the said 
portion in opposite directions and are coaxial 
smaller base; and the said central portion 
wlii±Jhe_ci^ transverseh/ cu ts r espectively , 
Cffato l body 

in a non-hysterectomised patient suffering 
partial or total prolapse of pehrfc organs through 
inserting the sard devios into the vaginal cavft t 
approachEgcrccted_fo 



central part of the trapezium; 

base of the trapezium, from the ends 
from each other and parallel to the sides of 
l wo front arms branch off from the front 
vith each other and parallel to said 

central hole from which starts a cleft, in 
tl^d^lorJgft-ceDt ral portion o f said 



wherein, when - thc - soid device i a 
moons of vag i nal surgery, said method comprises: 

j from the front vaginal wait to the rear wall, 
penetrating the tendinous arch of the levator 
bilaterally opening said tendineous arch for abbut 

I tbs^agjpa^xity, of the oafepnie) fixing the 



T2- 



^eaJmu^^JDiiW rejoining the two 
the rear on the front portion and on the 
uterus rYi the central hole. 



a prolapse of the vaginal vault or 
the vagina, iodudina comprising 
of the patient by means of a surgical 



wmmmsm 

Deleted: Wherein sard cteft lonartucDnafly cuts 
both the front portion m\ me rea- portion of 
safci central frxty 



ttocFctefl! , posabV tension fttxf 



inserted inL u t he vaginal cavity of the patient b y T ^£E ^ tf S ^ 



£a) making an incision extending 
fing the neck of the uterus (hl_ 
through the front vaginal wall; £fl 
2 cm; ftp insertinflLsald. device ipte 
two rear arms of the sa id device to the 



exbud 
anl 



Deleted; -mixed vaaJnet/abdomlnal surpery, 
vaoM/laparosaipical sunjery, and mira- 
frtoSfve surgery, 
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.Hi 



uterus i 



saCEQSPinous ligam ent or to the ilio coccygeal mm 
devkr^on the said Of^^_tendinepus arch 
or rear arms by the size of the neck of the 
right until the central part of the said device 
rejoining the said deft in the center with 
arms ^tb.^saJd^Q£aed[_t endineou$ arch or 
or to the rfoxoccygeal muscle. 



is.cle_or the two front arms of the said 
passing res^ectlyely the two front amis 
respectively both on the left or on the 
surrounds the neck of the uterus; (g) 
stitching; and (h) bilaterally fixing the front 
the rear arms to the sacrospinous ligament 



67. (Presently, amended) A method fdr surgically implanting a flat implantable 
device made of material with a reticular or la ulnar structure for supporting the female 
pelvic organs, having a central body with a trapezoid shape with small and large bases 
and four arms, comprising: 

- a front portion corresponding to the smaKer base of the trapezium, from the 
ends of which branch off two front arms; 

• a central portion corresponding to th ? centra* part of the trapezium; 

* a rear portion corresponding to the larger base of the trapezium, from the ends 
of which branch off two rear arms diverging ffom each other and parallel to the sides of 
the trapezium; 

characterized in that the said two front arms branch off from the front portion fn 
opposite directions and are coaxial with each rther and parallel to said smaller base; 
and the said central portion has a central hold from which starts a deft, 

wherein, when the said device is insert 2d into the vaginal cavity of the patient by 
means of vaginal surgery, said method compr Ses: making an incision extending from 
the front vagina! waif to the re3LA0flirM^ E[cervix]]; penetrating the tendinous arch 



of the levator ani through the front vaginal we II; bilaterally opening said tendineous 
arch for about 2 cm; fixing the two front arms of the said device respectively on the 
right and on the left on the said opened tendineous arch; and bilaterally fixing the rear 
arms toJtiejaiIPj5^ 3£Q£^Mnms 



13. 



Deleted: In which the deft transvasely ails 
respectively the rtgfrt or left central pottton Of 
said central body 
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(New) A device according to airim 31 wherein, 



that are spaced apart from each other a 



a) said front arms have opposite ends 
length a-a of length between 8,0 and 15 on., 

b) said smaller base has length b-b between 3.0 and 6.0 cm,, 

c) said device has total length d-z between 11 and 15 cm., 

d) said larger base has length h-h betw een 1.5 and 7.0 cm,, 

e) said rear arms have opposite ends sj^aced apart from each a length hi 
between 4-5 and 10.5 cm, and 

f) said control hole U has diameter length y^e between 1,2 and 3.2 cm. 

69. (New) A device according to adlm 68 wherein, 

a) length a-a is 10 cm., 

b) length b-b is 3.8 an., 

c) length d-2 is 12 cm., 

d) length h-h is 3.5 to 5-0 cm,, and 

e) length i-I is 6.5 to 8.5 cm. 
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